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Caring for First Nations 
Children Society
Strategic Planning 2010 – 2015

Facilitator: Valerie Lannon; Michelle Williams, Recorder

CFNCS Staff: Linda Lucas, Executive Director; Frances O’Donovan, Controller; Shawn Hoey, Manager of Policy and 
Program Initiatives; Kim Grzybowski, Manager of Training Services; Carol Itakura, Office Manager; Chris Pearson, 
Instructor; Melanie Scott, Instructor; Ian Clark, Instructor; Carol McFadden, Program Coordinator; Candice McKivett, 
Admin Assistant for Policy Team; Tina Summers, Office Assistant; Kelly Legge, Interim Policy Analyst;  
Nedinska Donaldson, Interim Policy Analyst.

* Note: Names are not in order and not all people are shown.

Board of Directors: Lise Haddock, President; Nancy Sandy, Vice President; Wendy White, Secretary; Marjorie Orrick, 
Treasurer; Members at Large: Steve Knudson, Charles Hill, Mark Storms.
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The Representative’s 
Quarterly Update
Child Poverty

Hello everyone. I hope you all enjoyed your 
holidays and are enjoying a healthy and 

productive 2010 so far. 

A key issue for my Office in 2010 continues to 
be child poverty and I have had meetings on the 
subject with the Premier, the Minister of Children 
and Family Development, the Leader of the 
Opposition and others. As you know, B.C. has 
the highest child poverty rate in Canada. Using 
the Low Income Cut-Off, there are 105,000 
B.C. children living in poverty. For many of the 
families challenged by poverty in B.C., isolation 
and inability to access the supports they deserve 
and require comes at a huge cost to British 
Columbians and so I feel compelled to continue 
to speak up on this issue.

On January 27 I met with the Select Standing 
Committee on Children and Youth, the 
Legislative Committee to which I report, and 
requested it create a sub-committee on child 
poverty with a white paper for public discussion, 
and a quick round of consultation with key 
stakeholders throughout B.C. I further asked 
that they consider a commitment to have the 
sub-committee report to the Legislative Assembly 
with recommendations for a poverty reduction 
plan within four months. Time is of the absolute 
essence on this issue and given the large amount 
of Canadian information already available on 
poverty (Newfoundland, Ontario, Quebec, Nova 
Scotia and Manitoba already have poverty plans 
in place), this important work can be turned 
around relatively quickly. I look forward to the 
Committee’s response to my request and will 
continue to update you on child poverty.

On January 10, I was very proud to join my voice 
with First Nations political organizations and First 
Nations health and social service providers from 
across the province, at the “Reducing Aboriginal 
Child Poverty Summit” in Vancouver. It was 
inspiring to be in a room with such a wide variety 

of caring and committed 
representatives so dedicated 
to finding real solutions to 
the issues, which ranged 
from housing, early 
childhood programs, and 
Nation- and capacity-
building, to ensuring 
that change is informed 
by language and culture. 
It was a powerful first 
step toward meaningful change for our children 
and I look forward to great progress with these 
organizations in the near future.

While we don’t yet have a plan in B.C. to 
specifically address child poverty, the growing 
number of voices who are calling for action is 
promising. We need a coordinated plan with 
vision, targets and timelines. The plan needs to be 
shaped by British Columbians and have a set of 
indicators used to plan, monitor change and assess 
progress. Our children deserve nothing less and I 
will continue to advocate on behalf of the young 
British Columbians who are living in poverty, 
and I encourage all of you to join your voices 
with mine. I greatly appreciate the support of the 
Caring for First Nations Children Society in my 
continued work on this issue.

I thank the editors of the Caring Network News 
again for allowing me space here. I am grateful for 
the work you do on behalf of children and youth 
and as always, I encourage you to contact my 
Office should we be able to assist you in any way. 
We can be reached by phone at 1-800-476-3933 
or by email at rcy@rcybc.ca.  

Sincerely,

Mary Ellen Turpel-Lafond
B.C.’s Representative for  
Children and Youth


